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Abstract
Each year, Musselman Library asks Gettysburg College faculty, staff, and administrators to help create a
suggested summer reading list. We hope to inspire students and the rest of our community to take time in
the summer to sit back, relax, and read or watch a memorable film.
With the 2022 collection, 104 employees offer 175 recommendations of favorite books, films, television
shows, and podcasts. This year's selections range from poetry to physics, and transport readers from the
Antarctic to Arkansas.
This year's booklet features a special section of Reading Reflections from Musselman Library staff and a
column in remembrance of Sandy Stambaugh.
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Dear Reader,
Two years have passed since the last edition of You’ve Gotta Read This! Among COVID’s byproducts, at least for
the fortunate, was additional time for reading. Some of us no doubt read more in the past two years than we
had in the previous five. As we emerge from our hibernations and separations, we may be inclined to set books
aside, switch off the video stream, and catch up on all that we’ve missed doing in public and in groups.
Yet books are essential to the connectedness we’re eager to reclaim. Through them we embrace the world as
well as escape it. Obviously, no booklover will cease to read with the reopening of society, as no TV addict will
forsake the Netflix binge. But as we read or watch in our “new normal,” we might wonder anew about how our
dreams overlap with those of people we barely know or haven’t met. We might ask how our responses to a text
or set of images make us fuller citizens of a world where direct connection could be curtailed or cut off without
warning. To paraphrase the late Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish, as you read your book—think of others.
On that note, we invite you once again to enjoy a rich array of recommendations from faculty and staff. Bring
your curiosity along as your colleagues describe what has provoked, sobered, and scintillated them lately in
the realms of fiction, nonfiction, television, and cinema. Library staff offer personal viewpoints and lifetime
memories in “Reading Reflections,” and remembrance is made of departed staff member Sandy Stambaugh,
lover of books and Gettysburg College.
It’s time to go outside and reconnect. If there’s someone you haven’t seen, visit them. But take a book along, and
be sure to tell them about it.
From the staff of Musselman Library
May 2022
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FICTION

The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay by Michael Chabon
Probably everyone has listed this, but I think it’s rad. It’s a great story filled with
adventure, high emotion, and characters who leap off the page. An excellent choice
for a summer read!
Eric Berninghausen, Theatre Arts

American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins
Heartbreaking in many places, but if you want a book that makes you think about
your life and others’ lives and be grateful, this is the one. Made me wonder if I could
survive such a journey. I could easily picture every character. As a mom, it was also a
bit tough to read sometimes; no children should have to endure such terrible things.
Wendee Lewis, College Advancement

An American Marriage by Tayari Jones
Jones’s novel is, quite truly, a beautifully crafted masterpiece. Focusing on a young
couple whose lives are upended by circumstances beyond their control, Jones
balances intimate character development with an understanding of systemic issues
and historical legacies of injustice. An American Marriage is so engrossing that you
won’t want to put it down and you’ll be thinking about it long after you do.
McKinley E. Melton, English

Billy Summers by Stephen King
I’ve been a fan of Stephen King since I read The Stand in middle school. His latest,
Billy Summers, differs from his usual horror genre. Billy Summers, not his real name, is
retired military and a hired assassin. He goes on the run when the latest, and final, job
goes very wrong. Crossing the country to save his own life, he meets up with an old
friend in Colorado, which briefly ties in elements from The Shining. A good mystery
that finds you rooting for Billy.
Deb Hydock, Dining Services
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This relatively slim volume of poetry packs a powerful punch! Riffing on popular
culture, Disney movies, and children’s fairy tales with poems like “Lion King in the
Hood” and “Secret Garden in the Hood,” Smith invites their readers to re-imagine
the narratives that we’ve come to embrace as familiar. With poems like “Politics of
Elegy” and “Notes for a Film on Black Joy,” we are invited to think critically about the
relationship between fact, fiction, experience, and testimony. The collection is poetry
at its finest: vivid imagery, beautiful language, and deeply resonant meaning in every
line.

fiction

fiction

Black Movie by Danez Smith

McKinley E. Melton, English

The Bone Season by Samantha Shannon
Samantha Shannon’s Bone Season series (which to date includes The Bone Season, The
Mime Order, The Song Rising, and The Mask Falling) introduces a richly drawn, highly

The series is a gripping read, driven by
sophisticated world building, excellent character
development, and a high-stakes plot.
textured urban dystopian fantasy universe in which an underground syndicate of clairvoyants attempts
to take down a totalitarian empire committed to extending its influence across the globe. The series is a
gripping read, driven by sophisticated world building, excellent character development, and a highstakes plot. Shannon’s universe is utterly distinct, but readers curious about what a mash-up of George
Orwell, J. R. R. Tolkien, and J. K. Rowling’s literary imaginations together could construct should definitely
check out this series.
Jill Ogline Titus, Civil War Institute

The City & the City by China Miéville
The City & the City is, at its core, a murder mystery, but what makes the book so
fascinating is the setting. Besźel and Ul Qoma overlap. They occupy the same
geographical location and sometimes even the same buildings, yet citizens are
taught from an early age to “unsee” one another. To notice an entity from an opposing
city is a crime handled by a secret police force known as the Breach. Miéville is able to
examine cultural identity, nationalism, authoritarianism, the “threat” of borders, and
xenophobia all through the lens of a hard-boiled detective story.
Nicholas Redman, College Advancement
3
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The Constant Rabbit by Jasper Fforde
I always love Jasper Fforde. His earlier novels seem more playful than serious, but his
later novels like The Constant Rabbit maintain the literary play while delving deeper
into social problems. In The Constant Rabbit, rabbits are anthropomorphized and
living among humans. At the center of the story is a human bias against the rabbits
that strives to drive them out of human neighborhoods and into a segregated
compound, echoing our own biases against each other and challenging readers to
consider who we are in the story.

						 Kelly Whitcomb, International Student Services /
Office of Multicultural Engagement

Deacon King Kong by James McBride
James McBride is one of the country’s best authors. Period. Read anything he writes.
Carey Thompson, Enrollment and Educational Services

Dear Edward by Ann Napolitano
Dear Edward is the result of Ann Napolitano’s obsession with a news story about a
plane crash in which the sole survivor was a nine-year-old boy. Deciding to write her
way through it, she produced a novel that, in her words, is about “a world that was
stitched together with kindness and love.” Alternating chapters provide a description
of the flight leading up to its crash and the experiences of Edward, the sole survivor,
following the crash. Dear Edward both breaks your heart and lifts your soul.
Janet Morgan Riggs, President Emerita

The Department of Rare Books and Special Collections by Eva Jurczyk
This novel is just for fun—slightly wicked fun—for those who love rare books, libraries
that preserve them, and librarians who care for them. What is an acting head librarian,
anxious in her role, to do when a precious manuscript goes missing? She faces the
crisis despite the array of men who complicate the situation: impatient donors,
preening administrators, and a staff that might contain a thief. The barbs are comic,
the mystery is clever, and the pace is brisk. Just remember, it’s fiction.
Dan DeNicola, Philosophy (emeritus)
4
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I received this as a Christmas gift and expected it to be similar to a cozy mystery. Not
so. Maud, an 88-year-old Swedish woman, lives comfortably alone in her family’s
Gothenburg apartment and intends to keep things that way. Whatever it takes.
The darkly funny short stories made me wonder if anyone could stop this woman.
Apparently not, as there is a sequel!

fiction

An Elderly Lady Is Up to No Good by Helene Tursten; 			
translated by Marlaine Delargy

Lisa McNamee, Musselman Library

Every Heart a Doorway by Seanan McGuire
Children have always fallen through doors into other worlds, but what happens when
they come back? Nancy arrives at Eleanor West’s Home for Wayward Children feeling
out of place and desperate to return to her beloved Realm of the Dead when tragedy
strikes. In this first novella of the Wayward Children series, Seanan McGuire balances
whimsy and darkness with her cast of characters from worlds full of vampires to those
made of cotton candy, while exploring themes of identity and belonging. It’s a quick
summer read that will have you reaching for the next in the series!
Hannah Krauss, Musselman Library

Evvie Drake Starts Over by Linda Holmes
This novel by NPR pop culture correspondent Linda Holmes tells the story of a woman
in Maine—who was about to leave her husband when her husband was killed in a

And it has oceans, lobsters, love, and baseball
insights—what more could you ask for?
car accident—and of a Yankees pitcher who got the yips and could no longer throw. I found it during
the Omicron surge, and it was so refreshing to read something on the lighter side that was well written,
thoughtful, often funny, and deeply optimistic. And it has oceans, lobsters, love, and baseball insights—
what more could you ask for?
Kathy Cain, Psychology
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The Face: A Time Code by Ruth Ozecki
Summer is a good time for reflection. Ruth Ozeki’s short book weaves her Buddhist
perspectives through her personal story and her superb skills as a novelist and
filmmaker. The setting is her three-hour meditation studying her own reflection in a
mirror. What we learn is intimate, insightful, and charming. I have not yet the fortitude
to follow her lead, but I am looking forward to reading her novels.
GailAnn Rickert, Academic Advising / Classics (emerita)

Ghost Wall by Sarah Moss
A wonderfully terse and taut novella about a reenactment of an Iron Age community
by a family of three, a college professor, and the professor’s Experiential Archaeology
students (who are on a class field trip). Readers who live in a reenactment town and
work in higher education may be intrigued! The professor opines: “one of the things
you learn in my line of work is that there’s no steady increase in rationalism over the
centuries, it’s a mistake to think that they had primitive minds and we don’t.” The
reader will ponder who is primitive and who is rational in any century. Who hunts and who gathers?
Who is hunted and who is gathered? Who is sacrificed and by whom? I couldn’t put it down.
Janelle Wertzberger, Musselman Library

The Girl With All the Gifts by M. R. Carey
All right everyone, this one is pretty dark, but a very interesting read. It’s a sort of
post-apocalyptic adventure story that explores a very dark vision of our future as a
species. It can be a bit gory, but the story is well crafted and exciting. This is one of
those books where if I tell you too much about it, it will spoil the story, but if you like
the genre, this is worth a read.
Alecea Standlee, Sociology

Girl, Woman, Other by Bernardine Evaristo
This Booker Prize–winning polyphonic novel is told from the perspective of 12
feisty and engaging contemporary British women, several of whom have serious
secrets. While the reader spends a lot of time in London, there are forays to Oxford,
the North of England, the Caribbean, California, and more. Opening night at the
National Theatre of a play written by one of the 12 women bookends the novel, and,
(continued)
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in between, we hear the stories of these women, who range in age, culture, feminist politics, and
sexual identity. Evaristo writes in sentence fragments that make for fast-paced reading. Her characters’
stories overlap in interesting ways and are tied together in a plausible and satisfying way at the end.

Allison Singley, College Advancement

Hamnet by Maggie O’Farrell
Imagining the price the Latin tutor and his wife had to pay so that the rich and
bewildering and brutal play of Hamlet could be written, O’Farrell’s novel is miraculous,

. . . O’Farrell’s novel is miraculous, breathtaking,
and suspenseful.
breathtaking, and suspenseful. It isn’t so much what happens but why. The last two words of the book—
“Remember me”—come from the play and remind us that if we overlook or diminish the power of the
arts to heal and shape us, we are all diminished. The humanities make us human, more empathetic,
more questioning, more drawn to the complexities than to simple answers.
Temma Berg, English (emerita)

I Do Not Come to You by Chance by Adaobi Tricia Nwaubani
A compelling and compassionate look by a prize-winning Nigerian novelist at a
talented young college graduate who tries to make his way against difficult odds.
Kerr Thompson, Spanish (emeritus)

The Inheritance of Orquídea Divina by Zoraida Córdova
Beautiful storytelling, family drama over multiple generations, and a healthy dose of
magical realism make this book an engaging summer read. I had expected something
different and more somber, so the wonderful character study of the very large
Montoya family was a surprising pleasure!
Klara Ramnath, Musselman Library
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The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue by V. E. Schwab
I would recommend this book simply for the prose. Schwab writes beautifully and
I am equally impressed by the plot. Addie LaRue is over three hundred years old
yet never ages, never changes, never makes a mark on the world. She is forgotten
by everyone she meets and anything she creates disappears instantly. She gets to
explore the world, but has no home, no possessions, no friends or family ... is the deal
she made still worth it? Is it finally time to surrender her soul?
		

Nicholas Redman, College Advancement

Jim Harrison: Complete Poems by Jim Harrison, edited by Joseph Bednarik
These three volumes capture the development, obsessions, maturity, and death of
Jim Harrison. Readers know Harrison as a fiction writer. Film adaptations have been
made of his work—Revenge, Wolf, and Legends of the Fall. Harrison started as a poet
and never relinquished the practice. Beginning with Plain Song (1965) and extending
through Dead Man’s Float (2016), Harrison’s poetic output was prodigious. His
obsessions, explained in Off to the Side (2002), were unrestrained. All are located in his
poetry. Mainly, the physical world was Harrison’s primary subject. Harrison died while
composing a poem about man’s willful destruction of the earth.
Jack Ryan, Provost’s Office

Kalilah and Dimnah by Thomas Ballantine Irving
Kalila and Demna or Kalilah wa Dimnah is a collection of stories that feature fictional
humans and talking animals. The book goes back to Sanskrit text. It was translated
from Persian into Arabic by ‘Abdu Allȃh Ibn al-Muqaffa ‘ around 750 A.D. In this book,
animals and birds are personified with morals, education, and wisdom. The author has
tried to draw the attention of rulers and give the king and civil servants instructions.
As a result, it became popular among all the classes of knowledge seekers. Alongside,
it became a valuable source of folklore in the world of literature.
				

Abdulkareem Said Ramadan, Middle East and Islamic Studies
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Intriguing, fascinating, and easy-to-follow historical fiction that uses identity as a
basis to tell the story of a man, a family, and a kingdom.
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The King at the Edge of the World by Arthur Phillips

Eyoel Delessa, Musselman Library

The Kitchen Front by Jennifer Ryan
Can you call a plot light summer reading if it involves four women trying to hold life
together in Britain through the bombings and the constant changing of rations? I
can’t vouch for all of Ryan’s research, but her sources look good. The novel follows the
friendship that grows between four women who are all competing to survive and,
separately, to win a BBC contest for a cooking show to help U.K. women cope with
keeping those at home fed on nourishing but scarce ingredients.
Christine Benecke, College Advancement

Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro
Like The Handmaids Tale, this title will eventually be required reading.
Dave Hedrick, Musselman Library (retired)

The Latinist: A Novel by Mark Prins
This is the perfect new beach read for those who enjoy academic mysteries and
dramas. Set mainly at Oxford, it’s the story of a brilliant classics graduate student

This is the perfect new beach read for those who
enjoy academic mysteries and dramas.
writing on gender, sexuality, and power in Latin poetry who discovers that her
dissertation supervisor is sabotaging her career. It also involves archaeological discoveries, has a pretty
dark edge, and features a surprise ending.
Rachel Lesser, Classics
9
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Life After Life and A God in Ruins by Kate Atkinson
I wouldn’t be surprised if these two novels have already appeared on past iterations
of this list. If you haven’t already, it’s time to follow the Todd siblings through all the
messy bits of life before, during, and after World War II in Britain. Both books push
big ideas about memory, history, war, love, life, and possibility into frustrating yet
satisfying familial narratives. The end result is devastatingly beautiful.
Christopher C. Oechler, Spanish

Lillian Boxfish Takes a Walk by Kathleen Rooney
Follow the past and present life of 84-year-old Lillian Boxfish, one of the first female
and highest-paid ad writers, in the heyday of print advertising, as she spends
New Year’s Eve walking around her beloved Manhattan. Fierce, opinionated, and

Fierce, opinionated, and independent,
Lillian is who I want to be when I get old.
independent, Lillian is who I want to be when I get old. Based loosely on a true character from that
golden age of advertising, Margaret Fishback, who was a copywriter in the 1930s for Macy’s Department
Store, Lillian can always strike up a conversation with strangers. She is open to all kinds of people and
experiences. A fun summer read.
Patti Lawson, Admissions (retired)

The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles
Life is a journey—and the route doesn’t always follow the map. In this sprawling
novel, four boys—three 18-year-olds who met in a juvenile reformatory, and one
8-year-old—set out on a road trip from Nebraska in 1954. They encounter characters
both kind and evil, experience setbacks and unexpected windfalls, and follow a
tortuous path of upended expectations that keeps the reader turning pages. It
reminded me of Huckleberry Finn with its mixture of warm-hearted humor and
occasional bursts of cruelty, as well as its themes of freedom and fate.
Betsy Bein, Musselman Library
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Set largely in the New York Public Library, this page-turning novel moves between
1913-14 and 1993, telling the story of rare book thefts, a lost family connection, and
women who are forging new paths at changing times. We spend our time in a private
residence in the library, the Berg Collection, the Main Reading Room—and other
interesting spots in the library and in NYC. Getting to know the characters is a delight,
and this is the perfect summer read if you like mysteries, libraries (especially special
collections!), NYC, and women’s history. Oh, there are some good love stories, too.
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fiction

The Lions of Fifth Avenue by Fiona Davis

Allison Singley, College Advancement

The Long Dark Tea-Time of the Soul by Douglas Adams
This hilarious book is perfect for anglophiles, for folks who’ve read the Hitchhiker’s
Guide and are hungry for more Douglas Adams, and for anyone who’s ever wondered
what became of the old pagan gods. We encounter Odin and Thor as they try to get
along in 1980s London. Their human counterparts are Kate Schechter, an American
journalist, and Dirk Gently, a hapless psychic detective whose investigatory methods
explore “the fundamental inter-connectedness of all things.” Adams brings his
signature combination of science, philosophy, and farce to this gem, and will have
you re-reading entire pages for the sheer pleasure of it.
Richard Sautter, Theatre Arts

The Lost Man by Jane Harper
Two brothers meet at the remote fence line separating their cattle ranches in
rural, isolated Queensland. Their third brother lies dead at their feet under horrific
circumstances that make no sense. Amidst his grief, elder brother Nathan becomes
increasingly suspicious and sets off on a journey that uncovers unsavory family
secrets. Harper always succeeds in making the landscape another character in her
writing—in this case the relentless heat and unforgiving terrain of the Australian
Outback. The Lost Man is a perfectly paced slow-reveal. Unlike her earlier two
sequential mysteries (The Dry and Force of Nature) told from multiple points of view,
The Lost Man is a stand-alone novel with just one, gradually more distressed, narrator.
Robin Wagner, Musselman Library
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The Man by the Sea by Jack Benton
Cool murder mystery that had me guessing who done it right until the end!
Rebecca Barth, Center for Career Engagement

Manhattan Beach by Jennifer Egan
This historical novel is set in the Brooklyn Naval Yard during World War II. Nineteenyear-old Anna Kerrigan trains as the first female diver, carrying out dangerous
underwater repairs on ships damaged in the war. The author meticulously recreates
Anna’s world, from her crushing responsibility as sole support of her mother and
severely disabled sister, to the perilous nature of her work. At various points, the
novel moves back in time to Depression-era Brooklyn and the mysterious conditions
around her father’s disappearance. Anna’s efforts to discover why her father
abandoned the family is an important sub-theme throughout the novel. Egan includes a “supporting
cast” of believable, finely drawn characters whose own stories intersect with Anna’s.
Robin Wagner, Musselman Library

A Marvellous Light by Freya Marske
This book is really the thing you need to spend a delightful summer thinking about
love and fantastic beings, British style.
Esther-Lilith Melchior, French

Matrix by Lauren Groff
I love everything Lauren Groff has written and this new one is no exception. Groff
imagines the life of 17-year-old Marie de France sent to England by the queen
Eleanor of Aquitaine to become the prioress of an abbey. Life in an abbey becomes
fascinating thanks to Groff. She creates strong female characters and, as in her
previous book Florida, nature is ever-present. Matrix was shortlisted for the 2021
National Book Award for Fiction.
Nathalie Goubet, Psychology
12

This is a great, easy read—or listen, if you’re into audiobooks. It has an overall positive
message, helping the reader to see life through many different lenses.
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The Midnight Library by Matt Haig

Leighann Hall, College Advancement

Migrations by Charlotte McConaghy
In this novel, Franny follows the migration of the amazing Arctic tern from the Arctic
to the Antarctic. Many twists and turns along the way and surprises are revealed
about characters as the book progresses. I can’t write too much about the book, for
fear of giving away a key plot twist. I read this book in a day or two, as you just want
to know what happens to both the people and the birds!
Sarah Principato, Environmental Studies

The Ministry for the Future by Kim Stanley Robinson

This wonkish novel about the
not-too-distant future is “cli-fi” at its best.
What tipping points will eventually drive climate action? How terrible will these
events need to be, and what change could they inspire? This wonkish novel about the
not-too-distant future is “cli-fi” at its best.
Ryan Kerney, Biology

The Mirror and the Light by Hilary Mantel
This novel winds up the trilogy that began with Wolf Hall and also includes Bring Up
the Bodies, all focused on the shenanigans in the court of Henry VIII. This third book
didn’t bring Mantel a third Booker Prize, but it’s just as richly textured and moving an
insight into the mind of Henry’s hatchet man, Thomas Cromwell. It starts on the day
of Anne Boleyn’s execution, and things only get darker from there. If you have Google
at your fingertips, the ending can’t exactly be a surprise, but Mantel makes you care a
great deal about how history unspools for those who live it.
Joanne Myers, English
13
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Next Year in Havana by Chanel Cleeton
This story flips between 1958 Havana and 2017 Miami as a granddaughter travels
to Havana to learn more about her beloved grandmother who recently passed. This
book has it all: family, politics, love, history, and secrets. It’s interesting to see the
parallels between the lives of the two women, but you must read to see if they take
similar paths in life, or if they diverge.
Pam Eisenhart, President’s Office

Nightbitch: A Novel by Rachel Yoder
Yoder describes an artist who becomes a stay-at-home mother. A sense of dread
pervades the early chapters, borne of remorse for having given up on her own
creative life and guilt for hating the numbingly repetitive work of taking care of
her baby. The mother, never named, discovers strange, stress-induced changes to
her body and her behavior. She seems to be evolving to become a wild animal—
Nightbitch. She embraces the startling transformation, as does her son, and
eventually, her husband. She speaks up and acts up, perhaps for the first time in her
life. And it gets results.
John Commito, Environmental Studies (emeritus)

The Old Drift by Namwali Serpell
“Every family is a war but some are more civil than others,” Serpell writes. A
multigenerational saga, set in Zambia from the colonial past to the near future, partly

It’s a page-turner with glorious imaginative details,
compelling characters, beautiful writing,
big ideas, and a satisfying plot.
historical, partly speculative, partly magical realist. It’s a page-turner with glorious imaginative details,
compelling characters, beautiful writing, big ideas, and a satisfying plot. It was on several top books lists
for 2019.
Jocelyn Swigger, Sunderman Conservatory
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If you enjoy a journalistic writing style in which the characters figure out what’s
happening at the same time the reader does, this is a book for you. The plot unfolds
slowly at first, and then all at once, so it’s difficult to put down once it gets going.
Piranesi himself is an engaging and empathetic soul, and I was utterly satisfied with
the resolution of the book.

fiction
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Piranesi by Susanna Clarke

Klara Ramnath, Musselman Library

The Plot by Jean Hanff Korelitz
This novel was among the New York Times noteworthy books of 2021. The
protagonist, Jacob Finch Bonner, teaches in a writing program and discovers that one
of his students, a solid writer, has an unbeatable plot. Bonner waits for the book to
appear, and when it never does, he learns that his former student has died of a drug
overdose. Having published two books, Bonner finds himself struggling to produce
a third, and so co-opts the plot of his former student. The writer suddenly has a huge
bestseller and is riding high until an email arrives saying that he is a thief.
Elizabeth Richardson Viti, French (emerita)

The Price of Salt by Patricia Highsmith
This year I finally got around to reading this lesbian classic from 1952, on which
the wonderful recent film Carol (2015) was based, and it was superb! It follows a
young would-be set designer moonlighting as a department store clerk during the
Christmas season who falls in love at first sight with an elegant and enigmatic older
woman, and becomes completely absorbed in a glorious, painful, life-changing
romance. It is a beautifully written psychological drama with an unexpectedly
satisfying ending.
Rachel Lesser, Classics

The Rose Code by Kate Quinn
The Rose Code puts fictional characters—partly based on historical figures and
events—at Bletchley Park from the frantic early days of code breaking to the period
just after the war. Books based before and during the First and Second World Wars in
Britain interest me. Quinn does put characters in history with actual people, but when
the research is well done, I feel a connection to history as lived, rather than the great
(continued)
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men and events version. The U.S. felt both wars, but not the unimaginable toll hitting Britain. Her
other book The Alice Network is also a favorite.
Christine Benecke, College Advancement

As she did in her earlier novel, The Alice Network, Kate Quinn combines actual historical events and
figures with enough fiction to create a great story. For those who have seen the film, The Imitation Game,
this novel is set in the same world—Bletchley Park—and is focused on the same work—the British
endeavor to crack the German enigma machines. Unlike that film, though, this novel focuses on the
women—three women in particular—behind the effort. Set both during and a few years after World
War II, the story weaves the lives of these women together as they work together, betray one another,
and come back together for a higher cause.
Suzanne Flynn, English (emerita)
The Ruthless Lady’s Guide to Wizardry by C. M. Waggoner
This one is straight-up summer fun! This is actually a sequel to another book,
Unnatural Magic, but the books can be read in either order, or as stand-alones. This is

But it’s also a queer-positive, feminist adventure,
with a sweet love story, well-developed characters,
and an interesting world.
set in a queer Victorian–era fantasy world, with magic and magical creatures. It is at its heart a fun and
well-crafted mystery story. But it’s also a queer-positive, feminist adventure, with a sweet love story,
well-developed characters, and an interesting world. This is a great escape that leaves you smiling.
Alecea Standlee, Sociology

The Sentence by Louise Erdrich
Louise Erdrich is one of our great contemporary authors, and this book is no
exception. It’s a novel about life and death, about ghosts who live in bookstores,
about the pandemic and the protests after George Floyd’s murder. It’s about
forgiveness and the prison system and it’s about redemption and a love of literature.
This all makes it sound much heavier than it actually is, though, as the book is a very
enjoyable read that is peppered with recommendations for other books. As always,
Erdrich creates characters who will stick with you for a long time—including a
supporting role by Erdrich herself.
Darren Glass, Mathematics / Provost’s Office
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fiction

This novel is a fun read—historical fiction meets journalism—set in both Hollywood
(1950s-70s) and New York (ending in 2017). Aging film star Evelyn Hugo gives a series
of exclusive interviews to journalist Monique Grant, and through them we learn

fiction

The Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo by Taylor Jenkins Reid

Ultimately, this book asks what we need for
life to feel complete.
Evelyn’s complex story. With bisexuality at its center, the story contains several plot lines about gender,
sexuality, and power. Coming out of the closet in Hollywood back in the day was a nonstarter—yet
LGBTQ individuals still found ways to lead full lives. Ultimately, this book asks what we need for life to
feel complete.
Kerry Wallach, German Studies

Shuggie Bain by Douglas Stuart
A captivating, excellent read, telling the touching story of a mother’s addiction and
her young son’s unqualified devotion to her as he discovers himself.
Larry Gregorio, French (emeritus)

The Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides
The Silent Patient is a crafty psychological thriller of a book that will have you
captivated from start to finish. The story line is a bit dark with murder, love, and
revenge woven into three hundred pages. It’s a real thriller with twists and turns.
Susan Fumagalli Mahoney, Athletics
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fiction

fiction

Slow Horses (Slough House series) by Mick Herron
There is nothing better than discovering an established series with characters and
settings that you love (or love to hate)! Slow Horses (and the following novels) was not
an easy read, as Herron uses colloquialisms and phrases that are wholly unfamiliar to
me. And I’m terrible at “who done it” anyway, so these complicated books are even
better. Also full of surprises and unexpected twists. Great reads to get your brain
engaged.
Wendee Lewis, College Advancement

Sold on a Monday by Kristina McMorris
Set in the years post-Depression, this book tells several stories that are all connected
to a single photograph. The photograph shows two children with a sign that reads
“for sale.” It was a different time, yet many of the same challenges of today are
depicted.
Kathleen Regentin, College Advancement

The Space Between Worlds by Micaiah Johnson
Crafted in the science fiction space travel genre, this book is so much more than the
genre might allow you to imagine. As its protagonist contends with the quandaries of

This book’s a mind bender even as it bends
space and time.
multiverse travel, readers find themselves considering ideas of identity, privilege, and belonging. Faced
with multiple selves, who will be the best version of you and what circumstances allow for this best self
to thrive? This book’s a mind bender even as it bends space and time.
Salma Monani, Environmental Studies
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Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio includes translations of stories from Liaozhai
Zhiyi, an eighteenth-century collection of supernatural tales. Some of the stories in
that collection are still widely read in China and have been adapted into movies with
commercial success. Many tales are intricately written and their plots often present
interesting, unexpected twists. John Minford, a renowned translator of Chinese
literature, did a great job to convey the unworldly atmosphere these Chinese stories
produce.

fiction

Strange Stories from a Chinese Studio by Pu Songling; 			
translated by John Minford

Junjie Luo, East Asian Studies

The Terror by Dan Simmons
An engaging mash-up of gothic horror and historical fiction, this book reimagines
the fate of the Franklin Expedition, a star-crossed attempt at polar exploration in the
1840s that never returned to Britain. It’s nearly eight hundred pages of slowly freezing
to death while being stalked by an otherworldly monster, but it will take your mind
off the summer heat and humidity.
Tim Shannon, History

There’s No Such Thing as an Easy Job by Kikuko Tsumura
This provoking novel is the first of Tsumura, winner of Japan’s most coveted literary
award, to be translated into English. A thought-provoking and wry look at late
capitalism through the eyes of the unnamed female narrator explores modern
society and Japanese culture. After experiencing a traumatic professional burnout,
the narrator goes to an employment agency and requests jobs close to home that
require no reading or writing, and very little thinking. What ensues are gigs like
watching hidden camera feeds, making ads for disappearing shops, writing trivia for
rice cracker packages, and eventually, an alternative to the mind-numbing grind of
directionless work—with a price. I found this to be a stunning and humorous meditation on self-worth
and the world of work.
Jess Rudy, Majestic Theater
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fiction

fiction

The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman
The Thursday Murder Club is such a fun mystery! The four amateur detectives in
this suspenseful, witty, and charming page-turner are residents of a fancy English
retirement village. The group consists of a former nurse, a psychologist, a union
organizer, and possibly a spy. They investigate unsolved cases until they are
compelled to use their unique skills to solve a murder nearby. This book is pure
entertainment, and I was delighted to see that it is only the first in a trilogy. And that
the second book, The Man Who Died Twice, is at least as good as the first.
Radi Rangelova, Spanish

War and Peace by Leo Tolstoy
In War and Peace, Leo Tolstoy provides a detailed description of nineteenth-century
Russian nobility after the Napoleonic occupation of Moscow in 1812 forced them
to re-think their attachment to Russian language and culture. The nobility used to
speak French and considered Russian an inferior language that did not measure up
to French and German. This issue brought much soul searching amongst nobles.
Count Pyotr Bezukhov Jr, the principal character in the novel, became disoriented as
his views on freedom changed. Accordingly, he tried to free his serfs, abandoned his
troubled marriage, wandered around various war fronts without any clear purpose,
and remained in Moscow while the nobility and the army fled the city. The Russian army eventually
expelled Napoleon and thus helped to nationalize the nobility and bring a degree of certainty to Pyotr’s
life as he re-encountered his true love, Natasha.
								
Emelio Betances, Sociology /
Latin American, Caribbean, and Latino Studies

Wayward: A Novel by Dana Spiotta
A fascinating look at a woman who has gone off the rails, or has she? Poetic, smart,
intimate, and dazzling.
Fred Leebron, English
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I have long been a fan of nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century fiction. Oftentimes
these works open a fascinating, entertaining window to a bygone era. But sometimes
they provide remarkably prophetic characters that seem to have been transported
directly from our own. Two books that fall in this category are the satire The Way We
Live Now and the novel of manners The Custom of the Country. Both happen to center
on members of the nouveau riche and the chaos they create in their social orbits. The
former’s Augustus Melmotte is a shady businessman leveraging a mythic image and

fiction

fiction

The Way We Live Now by Anthony Trollope and The Custom of the Country
by Edith Wharton

. . . readers can enjoy the drawing rooms of Victorian England
and old New York with a pair straight out of
twenty-first-century celebrity culture.
the illusion of wealth to advance his commercial and political fortunes. The latter’s Undine Spragg is a
beauty from the American heartland leveraging her striking looks to penetrate New York high society
and the European aristocracy before her checkered past can thwart her lofty ambitions. In other words,
readers can enjoy the drawing rooms of Victorian England and old New York with a pair straight out of
twenty-first-century celebrity culture. The books also feature witty and incisive writing alongside hosts
of other memorable characters that will illuminate and entertain to a satisfying degree.
Joe Radzevick, Organization and Management Studies

The Weight of Ink by Rachel Kadish
This book tells two interwoven stories of women separated by several centuries
(seventeenth and twenty-first centuries). One, who is permitted to scribe for a blind
rabbi, gets access to knowledge other women her generation do not have; the other,
a senior historian looking to unearth silenced voices, gets more than she bargained
for. I couldn’t put the book down because the plot is incredibly well-thought-out and
timed, and I read every word because it is so well written. A true pleasure!
Florence Jurney, French
This wonderful historical novel is perfect for anyone who read and enjoyed A. S. Byatt’s Possession, or
really for anyone who enjoys complex fiction with two plot lines (set centuries apart). Moving between
seventeenth-century London and twenty-first-century British academia, this novel delves into the
difficulties faced by two women, each “bucking the system” in their own ways. Very inspiring.
Suzanne Flynn, English (emerita)

21

22

Reading Reflections:
Musselman Library 				
Library staff are known for their love of books and reading, and are often asked about new titles or
favorite authors. This year, we invited our library colleagues to answer a few questions about their
reading lives. Here’s your chance to see what they have to say about favorite books; what’s on their toread shelf; how they track their reading (or don’t!); which titles they love to give as gifts; and more.
How do you keep track of what you have already read/watched, are currently reading/watching,
or want to read/watch in the future?
Klara Ramnath: I’m a big proponent of Goodreads. The librarian in me is constantly amazed by the
excellent database upkeep on the site (maintained by users in its community!). The ratings and review
features are excellent for keeping a reading log. It’s really nice to be able to go back to a title you read
years ago and rediscover how you felt about it at the time.
Lisa McNamee: Memory—which means sometimes titles get forgotten.
Carolyn Sautter: I am a journal writer. At the back of each new journal, I keep three running lists in date order:
Theatrical Productions I have Seen; Books I have Read (or Re-read); Films I have Watched (or Re-watched). I
take such pleasure in seeing when during my year, plays, books, and cinematherapy got me through.
Janelle Wertzberger: Despite using Goodreads to keep track of books I have read and want to read for
over two decades, I am currently migrating to The StoryGraph. Why? Goodreads was purchased by
Amazon in 2013 and the platform has been stagnating ever since. The design and search functionality
are terrible, and troll reviews permeate the site. For me, the final straw was reading a tweet by a library
colleague (@AprilHathcock) who revealed that Goodreads deleted her review on ground of it being
“hate speech.” The review included the opinion that a book was “a white lady book and I’m tired of
white lady books.” Goodreads threatened to ban her from the platform. In contrast, The StoryGraph is
independently owned and run by a Black woman in the U.K. It’s easy to import Goodreads data if you
want to keep it. I enjoy exploring StoryGraph’s recommendation algorithms and broadening my reading
list, thanks to the way it doesn’t center the U.S. publishing industry. For now, I’m using both platforms,
weighing what works and doesn’t work in each. I’m sympathetic to the underdog and will probably
leave less and less of my personal data in Goodreads as the months and years roll on. Let me know if you
want to connect on The StoryGraph!
Clint Baugess: As a habit gained from a high school English teacher, I kept a notebook for many years
to track what I read and when, combined with dating the title page, to have a sort of history of my own
reading. Now, I still date the title page but track everything through the Goodreads website—at least
with the books that I’m willing to admit reading!
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Which format do you prefer—ebook or print? Why?
Devin McKinney: Print. I like to feel the paper, bend the spine, mark up the pages. I like shelving and
organizing and looking at and being surrounded by books. They’re like pets, except that they speak
human languages and require no feeding.
Klara Ramnath: Probably audiobooks! I never seem to have the time to read as much as I want to,
so being able to “read” a book while doing other things (driving, cooking, cleaning) is amazing. I do
appreciate both formats of ebook and print for different reasons. Ebooks are easier to take along when
traveling, but print books are easier to browse or flip through. I prefer a healthy mix of both.
Eyoel Delessa: Print. I enjoy reading at lunch or outside when the weather is nice and that is much easier
to manage when not looking at a device. I love browsing shelves. My six-month-old loves turning pages
when we read together. The smell of a new book is nice. There are so many reasons.
Clint Baugess: It really depends on what I’m reading and where. Some hefty books are easier to read as
an ebook, and I love being able to look up words with a single tap in the Kindle app. (I’m an oddball and
keep a list of newly encountered words.) For close reading, I still favor print, especially if I’m going to be
scrawling marginalia. If I can make sense of it later is a different matter.
Kerri Odess-Harnish: I made the transition to ebook a few years ago. While I do miss the physical
experience of holding a book in hand, dog-earing the pages (it’s a terrible habit, I know!), jotting down
notes in the margins, etc., I just love the convenience of being able to read at night without breaking out
a flashlight as well as traveling with several book options without lugging all the actual physical copies
around.
Mary Elmquist: While I still love print books, since the start of the pandemic audiobooks have
really become my primary reading format. Everything going on in the world really left my ability to
concentrate a bit lacking sometimes, and being able to read while doing something else with my hands
has been a great solution. I love the Libby app!
Carolyn Sautter: Print because I enjoy watching my bookmark travel through the book with me.

What are you reading/watching now that you would recommend to a friend or colleague on
campus? Why?
Devin McKinney: Arrested Development. I’ve watched the series several times and will
continue to do so throughout life. But only the first three seasons. They shouldn’t have
reunited.
Amy Lucadamo: I recently finished The Power by Naomi Alderman. I would recommend it
because it really captured a bit of the way that women feel when they lack power and, I
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think, did a nice job of exploring what life would be like for women who no longer had
that little bit of fear.
Eyoel Delessa: I am on a big science fiction kick right now. I enjoy
speculative fiction and world building so books that can do that well
draw me in. I just finished the first three books of the Dune series by
Frank Herbert and am currently reading the Foundation trilogy by Isaac
Asimov. In a way, it is a form of escapism and opportunity to think
about a world that is so different than the one we currently occupy, but
it is also—if written well—a meditation on where we could really be
in the future. If that sounds appealing than I encourage anyone who
hasn’t read science fiction before to give it a try. The author to start
with, I think, is Ursula Le Guin and The Left Hand of Darkness. If you vibe
with that, than you are ready for the world of sci-fi.
Clint Baugess: I recently finished Lauren Groff’s novel
Matrix, which was a pleasure to read. The same goes for
Anthony Doerr’s Cloud Cuckoo Land, which I keep thinking
about—the sign of a great novel! They are written in
completely different styles, but both manage to transform
the reader via a journey to the past or future.

What podcast have you listened to recently that you would recommend to a
friend/colleague? Why?
Amy Lucadamo: Recently I listened to Stuff the British Stole. It explores the
stories—the provenance— behind art and artifacts in British museums and private
collections that were taken from their colonies. It is a nuanced look at these objects
and their histories and what they mean to the cultures they were taken from.
Betsy Bein: I regularly listen to Pod Save America, a political podcast hosted by four
former Obama White House staffers. It’s smart, funny, and it helps me make sense of the news in a
difficult time. When I need a break from the news, I listen to Strong Songs with Kirk Hamilton. In each
episode, Kirk breaks down a piece of music to figure out what makes it work. Favorite episodes include
“September” by Earth, Wind & Fire; “Babylon Sisters” by Steely Dan; “Satisfied” from Hamilton; and
“Sinnerman” by Nina Simone.
Lisa McNamee: On NPR’s Ask Me Another, Padma Lakshmi is interviewed about her series Taste the
Nation (11/19/2021 episode). Padma’s Hulu series is about food, but also about family, community, the
immigrant experience, and American misconceptions.
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Kerri Odess-Harnish: I love listening to podcasts when I go for a walk, so I typically look for shows
that tell a compelling story in 40 minutes or less. It’s a big ask, but lucky for me, The Experiment does
it really well. Produced by The Atlantic and WYNC Studios, The Experiment explores a wide array of
topics from various angles and perspectives in order to discuss contemporary life in America and all its
contradictions. Each episode is uniquely fascinating, relevant, and a great listen for an afternoon walk.
Mary Elmquist: I’m really digging Maintenance Phase lately. The hosts cover all kinds of topics dealing
with junk science, dieting, and wellness culture and discuss all the issues they cover with an incredible
amount of empathy and care.

What book inspired you to take action (i.e., books that might have inspired change in career path,
travel to a new place, activism, etc.)?
Betsy Bein: Last fall, I read a fascinating book called The Hare With
Amber Eyes. I am inspired to visit the Jewish Museum in NYC where they
currently have a temporary exhibit of the actual netsuke collection that
functions as a narrative thread throughout the family history.
Devin McKinney: A Moveable Feast inspired me to write, and to see Paris.
I’ve done one but not the other, so it’s a long-term inspiration.
Amy Lucadamo: It did not make me take action in the immediate sense,
but when I read Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee as a teenager, it was
the first history beyond what came from our textbooks that I read, and
it definitely had an impact on the way that I think about history, which
certainly impacted my education and career.
Eyoel Delessa: Permanent Record by Edward Snowden

What is on your comfort reading/viewing rotation? For example, what did you re-read/watch during
the COVID-19 pandemic lockdown? What genres do you trend toward when you want to unwind?
Amy Lucadamo: My go-to comfort shows are friendly and creative reality shows. My
favorite right now is Blown Away—I could watch those amazing artists blow glass all day!
Klara Ramnath: I usually lean towards anything fantasy or sci-fi when I want to unwind.
The escapism is therapeutic when I just need to separate myself from what’s going on in
the world. That being said, I did watch the entire Schitt’s Creek series during the pandemic
lockdown and absolutely loved it. The feel-good comedy was just what I needed during
that time of uncertainty.
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Lisa McNamee: I re-read Louise Penny’s mystery series featuring Inspector Armand
Gamache. In these books, the story is much more about the interpersonal relationships
of the Three Pines community than the murder. This series was just as good the second
time around.
Mary Elmquist: It’s a double cliché, but I re-read a ton of the fantasy
books I loved as a kid and teen—some of the Redwall series, Tamora
Pierce’s Tortall books, and Garth Nix’s Old Kingdom trilogy (twice!),
to name a few. There’s something especially comforting to me about simultaneously
escaping to another world and having that world be somewhere I’ve “visited”
countless times before!

What book/film has taken you outside your comfort zone and helped you explore new places,
ideas, or perspectives?
Devin McKinney: The Crisis of the Negro Intellectual by Harold Cruse. A famous work
of social and cultural history, mainly about currents in Black art and activism from
the 1940s onward. Densely argued but always readable, it takes a critical view of
mainstream integrationist thinking and of such acclaimed figures as James Baldwin and
Lorraine Hansberry.
Betsy Bein: I’m not a science fiction fan, but I loved The Ministry for the Future by Kim
Stanley Robinson. It’s set in the near future, when our planet is several steps closer to
a complete climate disaster. Through geopolitical cooperation and geoengineering—
along with some scary-but-effective black ops—humanity manages to avert climate
disaster and save the planet! This book was simultaneously terrifying and galvanizing.
Klara Ramnath: The Distance Between Us by Reyna Grande really illustrated to me how
circumstances can lead to undocumented immigration. This book was humanizing and
eye-opening.
Mary Elmquist: In the last couple of years, I’ve gotten into more Afro-futurism and
related genres. While many of the stories I’ve read hit some of the same fantasy and
sci-fi beats that I’m used to, I love reading these stories that are so steeped in cultures
that aren’t as familiar to me. In both the world building and the values ingrained in
these stories, I really feel like I get the opportunity to step into other cultures and
perspectives.
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What is your favorite book to give as a gift and why?
Amy Lucadamo: The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats is the book that I have given the most
times. I love the story, the rhythm of the words, and the illustrations, and I have great
memories of it being read to me when I was a kid.
Betsy Bein: Last year, I gave each of my parents a subscription to Storyworth. This
company sends a prompt to the recipient each week, inspiring them to write about their lives (e.g. What
was your first job? Who have been your closest friends over the years? What pets have you had? What
traits do you share with your father?) They could write to the prompt or about anything they liked. They
often added color photographs to illustrate their stories. I received the stories in an email each week. At
the end of the year, their stories were bound into hardcover books, which my parents edited and added
even more photos. The finished books are beautiful, funny, and priceless. I bought copies for each of
my kids and my niece and nephew. I’m so glad I found this company and am grateful to my parents for
taking the time to write their stories. The books are treasures, for sure!
Eyoel Delessa: Anything by Marlon James
Clint Baugess: To each friend, their own book. As a librarian, it seems trite to always give
books, so I generally avoid it unless requested. I try to give the right book to the right
person in the right time, so there isn’t a single title that I commonly
share. I recently gave a close friend Mark Doty’s Dog Years: A Memoir.
It’s certainly not for everyone, but Doty’s writing about adopting a dog
while caring for his dying partner is stunningly moving, a bit of beauty
and love for anyone living through dark days.
Lisa McNamee: Color: A Natural History of the Palette by Victoria Finlay. Love her
storytelling writing style, wonderful details, good escapism.

Do you have a favorite literary character from your childhood?
Devin McKinney: Charlie Brown
Amy Lucadamo: Probably Ramona Quimby—I admired how she seemed
to do whatever she wanted and related to her reactions when things
went wrong and her skinned knees.
Betsy Bein: Meg Murry from A Wrinkle in Time and Laura Ingalls from the
Little House books. I loved Meg for her fierce passion and her bravery,
and I identified with her struggles to control her temper and to be
comfortable in her own skin. Laura, too, was impulsive and curious,
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brave and stubborn. She was a do-er and a try-er, and I loved her. I wanted to be a pioneer, out West in a
covered wagon listening to Pa play his fiddle under the huge, starry sky.
Eyoel Delessa: Arthur the Aardvark
Kerri Odess-Harnish: Does a favorite book from high school count? I first read My
Antonia by Willa Cather in high school, and it has remained one of my all-time favorite
novels. In fact, I re-read/listened to it again while driving through Nebraska this summer
and was so disappointed when I couldn’t convince my family to deviate from our tightly
scheduled road trip to make a detour to Red Cloud. Another time!

What are you planning to read next?
Klara Ramnath: Circe by Madeline Miller has been on my to-read list for a while, so I’d
like to tackle that one. The new novel by Emily St. John Mandel, Sea of Tranquility, has
also piqued my interest. Or perhaps Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro, since the title
character shares my name!
Clint Baugess: I’m ashamed to admit that I still need to read Louise Erdrich’s The
Sentence. Here’s my excuse—like listening to a new album by your favorite band, I’m
waiting to clear my reading life of other distractions to immerse myself
in it. Anything by Erdrich is worth the wait.
Lisa McNamee: These Precious Days: Essays by Ann Patchett (once it gets
returned!)
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NONFICTION

The 1619 Project: A New Origin Story by Nikole Hannah-Jones
I strongly recommend “reading” the 1619 Project by Nikole Hannah-Jones in
audiobook format. While this is admittedly my first audiobook experience, this
format adds even more richness to this complex history that so many of us were
never taught. Clearly, the horrifying legacy of our nation’s racial underpinnings
actively affect each of us today. It should be part of every school curriculum. When
I first encountered the 1619 Project in a special edition of the New York Times
Sunday Magazine, it immediately struck me as representing a seismic shift in our
understanding. I still have that issue. But, I never finished reading each and every article as I’d originally
intended. If this is a place for confession, I have to also admit I’m fully capable of skimming over parts
of books; prologues and embedded poems come to mind. The audio version of this weighty tome
compels us to savor each and every word, spoken in a variety of voices, both figurative and literal. I can’t
recommend it highly enough.
Harriet Marritz, Counseling Services (retired)

All the Frequent Troubles of Our Days: The True Story of the American Woman at
the Heart of the German Resistance to Hitler by Rebecca Donner
Studying and teaching American literature in Berlin just as Adolf Hitler gained power,
Mildred Harnock (the author’s great-great-aunt) inspired a coterie of anti-Nazis,
including her German husband, to build a clandestine (and as feasible, effective)
opposition. Failing that, Harnock remained in Berlin during World War II, conveying
information to American intelligence agencies, using as her courier a 10-year-old
boy, the son of the American charge in Berlin. In 1942 she was betrayed. Donner has
written a page-turner—a nonfiction “spy novel” with a pertinent takeaway: evil can and should be faced
down, even if it cannot immediately be brought down.
Michael Birkner, History
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nonfiction

All the Young Men by Ruth Coker Burks and Kevin Carr O’Leary

This book is a memoir of a remarkable woman who found herself, as a young single
mother in Hot Springs, Arkansas (my home state), at the forefront of caring for
young men with AIDS during a time when many people did not want to talk about
or even acknowledge the growing epidemic. Ruth, a childhood friend of Bill Clinton,
stumbled into this position, but quickly became a strong advocate, making beautiful
friendships along the way. This story is riveting not only because we know how
major this crisis would become, but also because of her sassy and cunning means of
helping out. The sly humor of both Ruth and her young friends in the face of trouble is an inspiring and
humbling read.
Susan Russell, Theatre Arts

American Prophet: The Life and Work of Carey McWilliams by Peter Richardson
Carey McWilliams lacks name recognition, unless you’re versed in California history or
subscribe to The Nation. This biography claims that McWilliams was a consequential
American public intellectual, and its substantial narrative supports this thesis, while
mapping McWilliams’ evolution as a social justice advocate, both in print and as a
political activist. His Factories of the Field (1939), a nonfiction counterpart to The Grapes
of Wrath, remains significant. At The Nation, McWilliams identified fresh talent: Ralph
Nader, Dan Wakefield, Howard Zinn, and Hunter S. Thompson, whom he asked to report
on motorcycle gangs. McWilliams was an indigenous radical who cleaved to idealism.
Jack Ryan, Provost’s Office

American Revolutions: A Continental History, 1750-1804 by Alan Taylor
Taylor provides a compelling argument that the Revolutionary War was based on
factors far from British taxation, including fears by the Crown of colonial western
expansion. Our view of the Founders and their press for a democracy is clarified as
their motivations for the new nation is clearly based primarily on their own selfserving interests.
Shirley Anne Warshaw, Political Science (emerita)
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DelGaudio is a magician, which is a fancy way of saying that he is a professional liar.
This book tells the story of how he became a magician and a con artist, as well as
being a meditation on what the difference is between the two and how he decides
whether he is a moral man, or just amoral. The book is thought-provoking and fun
to read. As a bonus recommendation, if you have not watched DelGaudio’s In and of
Itself on Hulu you absolutely should, even if you aren’t someone who thinks you like
magic shows.

nonfiction

Amoralman by Derek DelGaudio

Darren Glass, Mathematics / Provost’s Office

At the Dark End of the Street: Black Women, Rape, and Resistance—A New History
of the Civil Rights Movement from Rosa Parks to the Rise of Black Power by
Danielle L. McGuire
If the civil rights movement evokes sweet, tired Rosa Parks on a bus or Dr. King’s
speeches, it’s time to meet Recy Taylor, Joan Little, Jo Ann Robinson, and activist Rosa;
to see the strength and commitment of women fighting for justice amidst daily life in
an inequitable society where raping Black women asserted the power of superiority
and fear. Danielle McGuire’s At the Dark End of the Street presents the realities of fighting
for the inalienable right to exist where, despite being told so, everyone’s not equal.
Learn how the struggle for justice and representation remains relevant and significant.
Lorraine Madden, Public Safety

Beastie Boys Book by Michael Diamond and Adam Horovitz
I found the audio version of this so much fun. It is not necessary to be a superfan to
appreciate this book. I was a casual Beastie Boys fan, but enjoyed the references to
80s and 90s culture—Run DMC, mix tapes, break dancing, Carvel Cookie Puss ice
cream cakes—and learning about the evolution of the band from the ironic and silly
“Fight for Your Right to Party” to the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. The book is a love letter
to Adam Yauch, Diamond and Horovitz’s bandmate who passed away from cancer in

It is not necessary to be a superfan to appreciate this book.
2014. I missed the photos and recipes that I’m sure make the hard copy great, but the list of readers on
the audiobook is quite a trip—Snoop Dogg, Amy Poehler, Will Ferrell, Elvis Costello, Kim Gordon, Maya
Rudolph, and Jon Stewart.
Jeff Rioux, Center for Public Service
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Big Friendship: How We Keep Each Other Close by Aminatou Sow and 		
Ann Friedman
Aminatou Sow and Ann Friedman’s story is both uplifting and challenging, as they
relate how they met, became close friends and confidantes, and then had to figure

Their friendship offers hope for those of us who are willing
to work for the relationships that matter most to us.
out how to rebuild their friendship in the face of geographical division and personal differences. Their
friendship offers hope for those of us who are willing to work for the relationships that matter most to us.
						 Kelly Whitcomb, International Student Services /
Office of Multicultural Engagement

The Book of Delights by Ross Gay
I heard a small snippet from this book, a story about the author carefully
accompanying a tiny tomato plant through air travel ... I absolutely loved it, I was in.
It’s a collection of short stories that he wrote daily over the course of a year about just
everyday ordinary things. As described by the author, this is a “treatise on delight, the
virtues and labor of delight.” I needed this book last year; thank you Ross Gay!
Jackie Milingo, Physics

Braiding Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and the Teachings
of Plants by Robin Wall Kimmerer
This summer is a great time to read Kimmerer’s book because she is visiting
Gettysburg College this fall. I read Braiding Sweetgrass with students last spring

This summer is a great time to read Kimmerer’s book
because she is visiting Gettysburg College this fall.
and we all fell in love with her ability to weave together storytelling, science, parenting, language,
economics—she integrates disciplines so effortlessly that I want to call her anti-disciplinary, and I mean
that as a compliment. Since then, I have organized three other groups to read the book, and regularly
listen to chapters of the audiobook read by Dr. Kimmerer herself.
Jeff Rioux, Center for Public Service
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If you are a fan of Brandi Carlile and her Grammy Award–winning Americana music,
it’s very likely you will enjoy this book! I listened to the audiobook—narrated by
Brandi—and thoroughly enjoyed it from start to finish. A bonus for the audiobook
is that each chapter concludes with an acoustic song by Brandi. https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=KJqL1yIm9e0 —check out this video for a glimpse of Brandi’s
magic!

nonfiction

Broken Horses: A Memoir by Brandi Carlile

Kathleen Regentin, College Advancement

Coach K: The Rise and Reign of Mike Krzyzewski by Ian O’Connor
This is a great read for any sports fan, but especially for the college basketball fan.
O’Connor chronicles the 47-year coaching career of Coach K, 42 of which were spent

This is a great read for any sports fan, but especially
for the college basketball fan.
as the head coach of the Duke University Blue Devils. Through interviews with Krzyzewski’s friends,
colleagues, players, and family members, O’Connor captures the highs and lows of one of the most
impressive coaching careers the game of basketball has ever encountered.
Jim Duffy, College Life

The Constitution of Knowledge: A Defense of Truth by Jonathan Rauch
Why is our society losing its grasp on a shared reality? Rauch answers that our

An innovative and timely defense of truth.
civilization depends not only on a political constitution, but also an epistemological
constitution—a constitution that defines how we properly determine truth and
“make knowledge.” But he goes beyond historical diagnosis to offer practical
proposals for the institutions and processes that liberal democracies require. An innovative and timely
defense of truth.
Dan DeNicola, Philosophy (emeritus)
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The Fabulous Bouvier Sisters: The Tragic and Glamorous Lives of Jackie 		
and Lee by Sam Kashner and Nancy Schoenberger
If you can’t decide between a historical biography and a salacious, steamy novel,
this is your book. In its examination of the relationship and intertwined lives of

If you can’t decide between a historical biography and a
salacious, steamy novel, this is your book.
Jackie Kennedy Onassis and her younger sister, Lee Radziwill, the authors provide an intriguing glimpse
into a transformative period in American history through the lens of a high-society, politically powerful,
privileged world. The authors include ample historical context of what was happening in the country
and the world at the time that is punctuated by lesser-known, surprising details related to not just the
sisters, but to historic events and high-profile figures of their time.
Betsy Diehl, College Advancement

Fascism: A Warning by Madeleine Albright
Particularly in the midst of a new ground war in Europe, Secretary Albright’s insights
are timely and frightening. Unlike many books that warn of some impending crisis,
Albright offers solutions and recommendations for how to deal with the influence of
social media and why reducing economic inequality is so important.
Brendan Cushing-Daniels, Economics
Former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright reviews modern fascist dictators and notes that
contemporary leaders such as Vladimir Putin and Kim Jong-un are following the same game plan as Fascist
leaders in the 1920s and 1930s. She warns that the world’s democracies must be ever vigilant against the
aggressive nature of dictators today. The invasion of Ukraine clearly shows how prescient Albright is.
Shirley Anne Warshaw, Political Science (emerita)

The Feather Thief: Beauty, Obsession, and the Natural History Heist of the Century
by Kirk Wallace Johnson
In his investigation of a bizarre 2009 heist, Kirk Wallace Johnson shows to what
lengths the quest for beauty can lead us. From the Malay Archipelago to the small
town of Tring in the U.K., from the U.S. to Norway, the nineteenth-century scientific
(continued)
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Caroline Ferraris-Besso, French

nonfiction

expeditions of Alfred Russell Wallace, a contemporary of Charles Darwin, intersect with fly fishing and
a virtuoso flutist studying at the Royal Academy of Music in a stranger-than-fiction story.

The Female Eunuch by Germaine Greer
This 1971 study of women’s oppression by sexism—social, economic, intellectual—
is both a key work of second-wave feminism and a great book on any terms. The
product of a brilliant and eccentric mind, it demands dialogue and permits no
complete agreement. (Greer’s toxic incomprehension of gayness, not untypical of her

Liberating, energizing, mind-bending, hilarious.
time, is especially stark today.) Endowed with deep funds of love, language, and learning, this is also a
swashbuckling work of scholarship-as-payback, rich in sociology but also in a vitriol which Greer directs
like a cool assassin. Liberating, energizing, mind-bending, hilarious.
Devin McKinney, Musselman Library

First: Sandra Day O’Connor by Evan Thomas
In 2008, Sandra Day O’Connor gave the commencement address at Gettysburg
College. Her speech was one of the best I have ever witnessed. This biography gave
me insight into the individuals and experiences that helped shape our nation’s first
female Supreme Court justice.
Cindy Wright, Athletics & Campus Recreation

Four Thousand Weeks: Time Management for Mortals by Oliver Burkeman
Journalist and self-proclaimed recovering time management/productivity guru
Oliver Burkeman offers a comprehensive look at the way we see and “use” time in this
funny, short, and practical read. This book will not only make you think about how
you spend time, but more importantly, it will make you think about what is most
important to you and how to build your life based on what truly matters.
Andy Hughes, Garthwait Leadership Center
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The Fruits of Empire: Art, Food, and the Politics of Race in the Age 			
of American Expansion by Shana Klein

Art historian Shana Klein focuses on art and food as agents of American expansion.
She uses an interdisciplinary approach, telling the story with fruit imagery
in paintings, photography, advertising, product labels, trade cards, and even
world’s fair exhibitions. Klein documents with care and insight each example at
the intersection of racism, politics, and fruit production: California grapes, Florida
oranges, Latin American bananas, etc. It’s a bold approach, and one that works
exceptionally well. The writing is clear, the images are powerful, and the history is both fascinating and
disturbing.
John A. Commito, Environmental Studies (emeritus)

Go Back to Where You Came From: And Other Helpful Recommendations on How to
Become American by Wajahat Ali
Wajahat Ali is a writer and TV commentator who contributes to the New York Times,
Washington Post, and CNN, among many other outlets. He is Muslim and the child of
immigrants from Pakistan. He was a college senior at UC Berkeley and the president
of the Muslim Student Association when 9/11 happened. In this role, he was thrust
suddenly into the limelight as a brand-new expert on all things Muslim. This book is
his personal memoir, his reflection on immigration and the situations of people of
color in this country, and his call for hope and action. He manages to be both very

The book is enlightening, entertaining, honest, and relatively short.
funny and sharply critical. The book is enlightening, entertaining, honest, and relatively short. Read it if
you want to understand more about Ali himself or about immigrants and Muslims in the United States.
Kathy Cain, Psychology

The Good Neighbor: The Life and Work of Fred Rogers by Maxwell King
That classic jingle. The bright red cardigan. A trolley welcoming you to the
Neighborhood of Make-Believe. We all have our own memories of Mr. Rogers, the
children’s television phenomenon. The Good Neighbor reveals how Fred Rogers’
radical life in service to others can lead us today to a greater understanding of the
nature of kindness, vulnerability, inclusion, belonging, courage, empathy, discipline,
uniqueness, trust, and love.
Mike Baker, Communications & Marketing
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Some of you may remember a faculty meeting several years ago where an Africana
Studies professor held up a book and said, “You all need to read this.” This is that

I found it hilarious, scathing, unforgettable,
and a quick read.

nonfiction

How to Rent a Negro by damali ayo

book. I found it hilarious, scathing, unforgettable, and a quick read. It’s different from
any other anti-racism book I’ve read.
Jocelyn Swigger, Sunderman Conservatory

How to See by Thich Nhat Hanh
The world lost an amazing teacher and human recently when Thich Nhat Hanh,
the Vietnamese Buddhist Zen master, passed away. Many of his teachings are
immortalized in this very short and readable handbook, which helps us to call
attention to the present moment, practice mindfulness, and question what reality
really is. This is a great gift for us all.
Andy Hughes, Garthwait Leadership Center

Ignition! An Informal History of Liquid Rocket Propellants by John Drury Clark
The story of chemistry, best done while wearing a good set of running shoes. Long
out of print, Clark’s legendary history of rocket fuel chemistry is finally available again,
retelling the exhaustive search to find fuel and oxidizer mixtures powerful enough to

It’s the rare chemistry book that can make
you laugh out loud.
throw huge rockets into space while being controllable enough to not require a new lab every week.
Clark’s detailed account runs the gamut from simple things like kerosene and oxygen through hydrazine
and red fuming nitric acid to chlorine trifluoride, an oxidizer so powerful it will set asbestos on fire. It’s
the rare chemistry book that can make you laugh out loud.
Eric Remy, Information Technology
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Is Everyone Hanging Out Without Me? by Mindy Kaling
Mindy Kaling is a great communicator, as many have seen through her amazing work.
She brings humor to awkward situations and is flat-out funny. This is an easy, casual
summer read. You don’t have to follow an intense storyline to enjoy it.
Leighann Hall, College Advancement

Leaving Isn’t the Hardest Thing: Essays by Lauren Hough
I’m generally not a fan of salacious tell-alls in any form, but, for whatever reason, I
chose Lauren Hough’s collection of short memoirs to read on a recent long flight.
Turns out that she grew up in the now legendary Children of God or “Family” cult, and,
while she writes a good deal about that experience, Hough, in prose that’s tough yet
sensitive, acerbic yet heartbreaking, also writes about her experience as a lesbian in
the Air Force during the era of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” about working as a bartender
and bouncer in the gay club scene in D.C. during the late ‘90s and early aughts, about
life as a cable installer in the D.C. suburbs, and more. Much more. Although her various adventures and
misadventures function as revealing, often outrage-inducing critiques of the hypocrisies of the sundry
cultures and subcultures she is enmeshed within, they are also, in toto, a uniquely poignant testament
to the dreadful necessity of our connectedness.
Mark Drew, The Gettysburg Review

The Man Who Ate Too Much: The Life of James Beard by John Birdsall
James Beard’s love/hate relationship with his mother, and difficulties maintaining
friendships, have been well documented, but this book is a deep dive into Beard’s
struggles to find an identity in a world that ran counter to his larger-than-life campy
personality and his acceptance of who he was—a gay man who loved to cook
because he loved to eat. As a Beard fangirl, I devoured this generous tribute to a man
who was often bitchy, narcissistic, and difficult to work with, but who found respect,
and even love, for encouraging others to eat as he did—fearlessly, creatively, and with
joy.
Ann Wofford, Eisenhower Institute
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It Was a Long Time Ago, and It Never Happened Anyway: Russia and the
Communist Past by David Satter
Gessen, as many will know, is a constant commentator on Eastern
Europe and Russia on various news outlets and one of the best
observers of contemporary politics and history. Satter’s book is
specifically about the misuse of history and the process of erasure in
contemporary Russia.

nonfiction

The Man Without a Face: The Unlikely Rise of Vladimir Putin by Masha Gessen

Bill Bowman, History

The Mechanical Bride: Folklore of Industrial Man by Marshall McLuhan
The once-famed media theoretician’s first book, published in 1951, is a thrilling hybrid
of cultural criticism and avant-garde art. In writing that is cryptic, funny, and alive with
thought, McLuhan teases out the hidden, invariably insidious implications of postwar
American advertising, particularly its conflation of humanity and machinery in the
service of productivity and popularity. Under McLuhan’s patient probing, the banal
ads for girdles, vitamins, candies, cars, and cleaning products begin to speak a weird
but comprehensible and unnerving language. Essential background for any fan of
Mad Men.
Devin McKinney, Musselman Library

No Cure for Being Human (And Other Truths I Need to Hear) by Kate Bowler
This book was incredibly relatable to me as a caregiver to a cancer patient. Each day,
for a significant period of time, literal survival was the primary goal. Percolating on the
concept of “what do we control in our lives—other than our response to events?”—
meant that passages in Ms. Bowler’s text took on personal, varied meanings. If you
are, or have been, a caregiver—or are, or have been, a supportive family member
or friend of a medical patient, then this relatable book is an informative look into a
cancer patient and their battle.
Natalie Hinton, Musselman Library (retired)
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Nomadland: Surviving America in the Twenty-first Century 			
by Jessica Bruder

Forming the basis of the story that inspired the 2021 film of the same name (starring
Frances McDormand), this is a long-form journalistic dive into the world of modern
nomads—Americans from all walks of life and backgrounds who for whatever
reason live on the road permanently. Bruder follows these proud van-dwellers and
permanent RV residents across the country through grueling seasonal jobs, financial
and mechanical mishaps, and dangerous weather conditions. Along the way she
explores their origin stories and dreams for the future and unearths a sobering truth: for many, the
safety nets of society have failed, and the American dream of travel has become a permanent purgatory.
Jess Rudy, Majestic Theater

On Trails: An Exploration by Robert Moor
Appalachian Trail thru-hiker Robert Moor reflects on the essence of trails, from the
earliest itinerant life through the Information Age. Moor observes that while we think of
trails as pathways to the wild, they really serve to order the chaos of space. Carving new
trails—physical or metaphorical—is harder than following existing ones. It’s part of why
our “unprecedented times” are so exhausting, and why long-established political and
social institutions are strained by new realities. We don’t have a trail to follow through
this wilderness. Instead, we’ll keep working together to blaze a new path forward.
Kevin Lavery, Eisenhower Institute

Outwitting History: The Amazing Adventures of a Man Who Rescued a Million
Yiddish Books by Aaron Lansky
Written by the founder of the Yiddish Book Center in Amherst, Massachusetts, this is
a story of hope and renewal in the wake of Holocaust, war, and destruction. Readers
follow Aaron Lansky from his 1970s college courses on Jewish culture to adventures

This book will make you want to learn Yiddish!
in locations as far-flung as New York’s Lower East Side, Cuba, and the Soviet Union. Lansky managed to
get to the right places at just the right times, and his perseverance led to the creation of an amazing
Yiddish library that today also includes 12,000 digital titles. This book will make you want to learn
Yiddish!
Kerry Wallach, German Studies
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The Premonition: A Pandemic Story by Michael Lewis

Michael Lewis set himself up perfectly to write an “I told you so” about the
dismantling of expertise in the U.S. government following The Fifth Risk. Our
disastrous national response to COVID-19, in comparison to every other developed
country, was exactly the type of disaster he didn’t want to see. Instead, The
Premonition celebrates the public health officials who somehow saw exactly what was
coming in January 2020 and fought to focus our calcified bureaucracies to respond
appropriately.

Ryan Kerney, Biology

Priestdaddy by Patricia Lockwood
This is a memoir by a poet who is the daughter of a Roman Catholic priest (converted
from being an Evangelical Lutheran minister—I didn’t know that priests could be
married!). It’s funny and interesting to read the story of her growing into being a
successful poet in the shadow of her very strong mother and somewhat strange
father. You don’t have to be a lapsed Catholic to enjoy this book, but it doesn’t hurt!
Roy Dawes, Political Science

Punch Me Up to the Gods by Brian Broome
I’m currently reading this! It’s a memoir about Brian Broome’s experience growing up
gay and Black and his path to understanding himself in the cruel framework of toxic

While it is difficult at times, and his experience
is very unlike my own, I value sitting
with and hearing his story.
masculinity. The book’s title comes from something he heard as a child: “Any Black boy who did not
signify how manly he was at all times deserved to be punched back up to God to be remade, reshaped.”
I’m not finished yet, but so far I very much appreciate how Brian Broome is bringing so many of his
formative moments to life on the page. While it is difficult at times, and his experience is very unlike my
own, I value sitting with and hearing his story.
Jackie Milingo, Physics
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Range: Why Generalists Triumph in a Specialized World by David Epstein
“What makes an ‘expert’ an ‘expert’?” David Epstein presents evidence from athletics,
art, science, and other fields that those who find their path later, after changing

It’s a fascinating and fast-paced read—and one
that really underscores the value of a liberal arts
and sciences education.
course, tend to end up with the most fulfilling careers. It’s a fascinating and fast-paced read—and one
that really underscores the value of a liberal arts and sciences education.
					

Josef Brandauer, Health Sciences / Johnson Center for
Creative Teaching and Learning

Rascal by Sterling North
Reading aloud to my daughters lets me re-experience a lot of childhood favorites.
One of this year’s big hits was this short, evocative story of the author’s own boyhood
and his beloved pet racoon. Set in Wisconsin in World War I, the book lays out
economically and wittily the author’s relationships with his loving but also absent
father, his sisters, and his neighbors. It offers a great portrait of a lonely, curious,
adventurous young boy—busy with his menagerie and with building a canoe in his
living room—and of the equally curious and mischievous Rascal. If the end is touched
with melancholy as the young Sterling realizes that loving Rascal means needing to part with him,
you’re left with a warm portrait of true friendship.
Joanne Myers, English

The Road to Unfreedom: Russia, Europe, America by Timothy Snyder
A Yale historian, Snyder is one of the best observers of eastern European, Russian, and
global affairs. One could profitably read a long list of his books, but this recent volume
is probably his best take on the background to the current crisis in Ukraine.

. . . this recent volume is probably his best take on
the background to the current crisis in Ukraine.
Bill Bowman, History
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I was given this book by one of my best students when he graduated and have it on
my pile to re-read soon—it’s that good for anyone interested in political philosophy
and the two thinkers involved (but not necessarily dogs). It recounts how the
French political exile, Jean-Jacques Rousseau (and his dog), were sheltered in England
by philosopher David Hume as an act of humanitarian outreach, but within a few
months the paranoid Rousseau accused Hume of plotting against him. Hume, very
uncharacteristically, responded in kind and the subsequent war of words between the two captured
the attention of European intellectuals, royals, thinking citizens, and gossips at the highest levels of
Continental society.

nonfiction

Rousseau’s Dog: Two Great Thinkers at War in the Age of Enlightenment 		
by David Edmonds and John Eidinow

Donald Tannenbaum, Political Science (emeritus)

Smalltime: A Story of My Family and the Mob by Russell Shorto
You think the mob only operated in NYC? Think again—this is about Johnstown, PA.
Dave Hedrick, Musselman Library (retired)

The Sum of Us: What Racism Costs Everyone and How We Can Prosper Together
by Heather McGhee
McGhee makes a clear and compelling case that the “racial sum game” hurts everyone
in the U.S. She starts with early American history and then moves through how racism
and racial politics have affected public education, housing, unions, voting, climate
change, and more. In every case, policies designed by powerful white people harm
Black and brown Americans ... and also (poor and middle-class) white Americans.
Blame is always shifted to individuals who suffer from policies, rather than being
rightfully assigned to the people who make the system. Fortunately, McGhee doesn’t leave the reader in
despair—she ends on a high note by sharing solutions that have already succeeded. Spoiler alert: they
require cross-racial solidarity and replenished public goods.
Janelle Wertzberger, Musselman Library
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The Three Mothers: How the Mothers of Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X, and
James Baldwin Shaped a Nation by Anna Malaika Tubbs
You’ve likely never heard of Alberta King, Louise Little, or Berdis Baldwin, so you
may be surprised to learn that each had an enormous impact on our nation and
the world. How so? Consider this: they were the strong and influential mothers who

The life journeys, backgrounds, convictions, dedication,
and love portrayed in this book provide inspiring
examples of some powerful motherhood.
raised Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcom X, and James Baldwin. This thought-provoking book illuminates
this “invisible” trio and gives well-deserved recognition to the women who raised their noteworthy sons
amid severe societal and economic challenges. The life journeys, backgrounds, convictions, dedication,
and love portrayed in this book provide inspiring examples of some powerful motherhood.
Betsy Diehl, College Advancement

Truffle Hound: On the Trail of the World’s Most Seductive Scent, with
Dreamers, Schemers, and Some Extraordinary Dogs by Rowan Jacobsen
Truffles are among the most sought-after items in the gastronomical food basket,
and among the most expensive ... Why? Because of their scent, sensuous and earthy,

His book offers a considerably more affordable
pleasure than the truffles themselves, a feast for those
who savor fine writing about things that bring us joy.
according to author Jacobsen, a “chthonic yawp from a different kingdom of life.” He takes readers on an
engaging tour of the “truffleverse,” visiting hunters and their dogs in Italy, Croatia, Hungary, and Oregon.
His book offers a considerably more affordable pleasure than the truffles themselves, a feast for those
who savor fine writing about things that bring us joy.
Larry Marschall, Physics (emeritus)
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This is a hard read that’s easily read.

nonfiction

Unaccountable: How Elite Power Brokers Corrupt Our Finances, Freedom, and
Security by Janine Wedel

This is a hard read that’s easily read. By that I mean it is difficult to read about the
influence of money in politics and how it corrupts the system, but Wedel makes the
complex jumble simple to understand.
Brendan Cushing-Daniels, Economics

Under Jerusalem: The Buried History of the World’s Most Contested City 		
by Andrew Lawler
Lawler narrates the Israeli-Palestinian conflict through archaeological digs under
Jerusalem and the stories of those digging. It’s an accessible, evenhanded, engaging
read to introduce one to this conflict.
Stephen Stern, Judaic Studies

Unthinkable: Trauma, Truth and the Trials of American Democracy 		
by Jamie Raskin
By January 6, 2021, U.S. Congressman Jamie Raskin (D-MD) had already experienced
the worst day of his life seven days before when his brilliant and only son, Tommy

His latest book is an important reminder of this country’s
ongoing struggle to defend American democracy.
Raskin, took his own life. A constitutional law professor, Raskin returned to the House seven days after
saying goodbye to his son to help certify the 2020 presidential election results. He was inside the
House chambers when right-wing extremist groups stormed the U.S. Capitol in hopes of overturning
the election that resulted in the deaths of several people and the injuries of more than 140 capitol
police officers during the attack. Congressman Raskin later goes on to lead the impeachment effort
against Donald Trump. In this account of January 6, Congressman Raskin relives his most personal and
professional trauma. His latest book is an important reminder of this country’s ongoing struggle to
defend American democracy.
Patti Lawson, Admissions (retired)
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Vanderbilt: The Rise and Fall of an American Dynasty by Anderson Cooper
and Katherine Howe
Vanderbilt is genealogy at its best; focusing in on the legacy of Cornelius (“the
Commodore”), who became one of the wealthiest Americans of the nineteenth

. . . a fascinating portrayal of the grandeur and
extravagance of The Gilded Age.
century, and revealing the flow of money draining down the family tree until it disappears with
Anderson’s mother, Gloria Vanderbilt. The authors give you a full picture of the times the family lived in,
including the notable people and events with which their lives intertwined. It is a fascinating portrayal
of the grandeur and extravagance of The Gilded Age. It also lays bare the human price when the only
thing you love is money. The journalistic heft and insider access brought by Cooper is well matched with
Howe, a historian and novelist. Together they have created a well-researched (Howe acknowledges the
librarians at the NY Public Library) and beautifully-crafted read.
Sunni DeNicola, Musselman Library (retired)

Vera Rubin: A Life by Jacqueline Mitton and Simon Mitton
Vera Rubin was one of the great observational astronomers of the twentieth century,
an expert on the motions of stars in galaxies, who spent long nights collecting data
that established the existence of dark matter, a mysterious substance that is a major
constituent of the universe. Rubin’s research not only established a major theme
of modern cosmology, but her activism in breaking into the “old boys’ club” of the
physical sciences helped reshape the social fabric of academic astronomy. This fine
biography tells both stories well.
Larry Marschall, Physics (emeritus)

The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration 		
by Isabel Wilkerson
I expected light from Wilkerson—I gobbled her Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents.
A superb journalist, in The Warmth of Other Suns she gives a full and moving account
of the migration of millions of Black Americans out of the South and into the cities
of their hopes and dreams. But I did not anticipate the warmth and allure of her
storytelling, as she traces in detail the journeys of three individuals, that makes this
book more like an epic you just cannot put down. You can bring this one to the beach.
GailAnn Rickert, Academic Advising and Classics (emerita)
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Nick Offerman is more than his Ron Swanson television character. While this book
is witty, throughout it Offerman offers a great deal of insight into sustainability,
our approach to nature, and the value of work. He also touches on issues of
relationships and questions some key values that offer a great deal of food for
thought. And thoughts about food, of course!

nonfiction

Where the Deer and the Antelope Play: The Pastoral Observations of One
Ignorant American Who Loves to Walk Outside by Nick Offerman

Rob Bohrer, Provost’s Office

Woody Guthrie: An Intimate Life by Gustavus Stadler
If you know Woody Guthrie at all, it’s probably as the wandering troubadour who
gave teachers and camp counselors everywhere their favorite song: “This Land
Is Your Land.” But Guthrie was a much more complicated, and interesting, artist
than he’s often portrayed as being—he was profane, intense, sharply political, and
shaped by a string of heartbreaking personal tragedies. Stadler covers it all, paying
special attention to the underexplored final act of Guthrie’s life when Huntington’s
disease slowly robbed him of his ability to communicate his ideas to the world. It’s a
fascinating glimpse into what it truly means to be an artist.
Dave Powell, Education
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Marie Sandra “Sandy” Stambaugh (1956-2022)		
Sandy Stambaugh was pure delight to so many of us at Gettysburg College.
She worked here for 14 years, from 2002 to 2016, in Huber dorm, Glatfelter
Hall, and the Africana Studies/Economics building. Anyone who was lucky
enough to call her a friend knew that she had a terrific sense of humor with a
contagious laugh, was incredibly sharp witted and brutally honest, and that she
was the most generous person you’d ever meet. She adored her family and friends, and was widely known
to be an avid reader. There are many of us on campus who relied on her for reading recommendations—
she never disappointed. We’ve included some of Sandy’s favorite books here as well as memories from her
colleagues. For so many reasons, Sandy is missed and Gettysburg College is a poorer place in her absence.
Written by Jennifer Bloomquist, Cindy Helfrich, and Heather Odle-Dusseau

Remembrances

I had the privilege of getting to know Sandy in the hallways of Glatfelter Hall. We talked about life,
politics, allergies, family, and books we are reading. Sandy is one of the most caring people I have ever
met. Her soul shined though her every day. Sandy listened to people. She deeply cared about their lives
and stories. She empathized. Maybe because of this, she did her job with care and love. She had the
courage to speak her mind. I found that so inspiring.
–Yasemin Akbaba, Political Science
Sandy was one of a kind! A woman who loved her family, valued her friends, and took pride in her job.
When I think of Sandy, I can’t help but smile. She possessed the rare talent to make everyone she met
laugh. My life is richer for having known her. 		
–Andrea Switzer, Sociology
I fondly remember Sandy from her work in Glatfelter Hall. She would always greet me with a smile. We
enjoyed the common bond of nearby Mount Saint Mary’s University, where I had taught in the same
building in which her sister Linda worked. I remember Sandy’s contagious laugh. You could hear her smile
in it, even if you heard her laugh from an (often great) distance! Sandy, and her smile and her laugh, will be
greatly missed in Glatfelter Hall.				
–Connie Devilbiss, Sociology
Sandy and I had many enjoyable early-morning conversations about family and the news of the day. She
was interesting to talk to, but also fun to talk to; she smiled and laughed easily and often. She was tough
about her health challenges in a quiet, matter-of-fact way that I found admirable.
–Ben Kennedy, Mathematics
I will always remember Sandy with a book in her hand and smile on her face.

–Susan Holz, Economics

Working closely with Sandy, we were laughing all the time. She was a person who didn’t want help. Once I
was trying to help her out and picked up bags of trash to carry to the dumpster. Sandy tussled with me to
get them back, saying “Let my d--n trash alone. I’ll get my own trash!”
–Jill Gallagher, Facilities
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I remember having a number of conversations with Sandy about books. She was effusive in her praise
for books she loved, and a lethal critic of those she thought she’d wasted her time reading. I also
enjoyed hearing her talk about her kids and grandkids with great fondness.
–Caroline Hartzell, Political Science
When I first started with Math/CS, I’d go to clean up after pizza lunches and find that the work was done.
I thought the students had cleaned up, and I told Sandy how impressed I was. She laughed at me with
real amusement and said she was the one who’d been doing the work. She had never asked for a hand
or credit, just quietly took care of everything.
–Cindy Helfrich, Math and Computer Science
I remember fondly talking to Sandy outside of Glatfelter. Sandy was always reading a novel. We would
speak about books and politics and many other things. I also remember when her health was declining
she would still give it her all in the building. We miss you, Sandy.
–Duane Bernard, Management
Seeing Sandy at work and talking with her was always a highlight of the day. She absolutely loved her
family, sharing stories of her children and grandchildren, and always kept up with my family (even
getting spit-up on by one of my babies). Her resolve and grit in the face of anything she faced was
inspiring, and she was one of the smartest people I’ve known. I will always miss our talks.
–Heather Odle-Dusseau, Management
I remember taking breaks with Sandy; she always had a book in hand and a smile on her face. I loved
how she could be kind and frank at the same time.
–Bennett Bruce, Management
Sandy’s Favorite Books
The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood by Rebecca Wells
The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
It by Stephen King
Tuesdays with Morrie and The Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom
Lamb: The Gospel According to Biff, Christ’s Childhood Pal by Christopher Moore
(this book made her LAUGH!)
Fried Green Tomatoes at the Whistle Stop Café by Fannie Flagg
Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ramsom Riggs
Cold Sassy Tree by Olive Ann Burns
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2022 Summer ClaSSiC movieS
WEDNESDAYS • 7:30 p.m.
On the Giant Screen

JUNE 8

IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME (1949)

JUNE 15

INDIANA JONES AND THE LAST CRUSADE (1989)

JUNE 22

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME (1949)

JUNE 29

SHENANDOAH (1965)

JULY 6

THE BANK DICK (1940) & HORSE FEATHERS (1932)

JULY 13

WHO FRAMED ROGER RABBIT (1988)

JULY 20

THE BREAKFAST CLUB (1985)

JULY 27

O BROTHER, WHERE ART THOU? (2000)

AUGUST 3

WITNESS (1985)

AUGUST 10

GUYS AND DOLLS (1955)

AUGUST 17

THELMA & LOUISE (1991)

AUGUST 24

ON GOLDEN POND (1981)
Tickets: $8 per person
Box Office: 25 Carlisle St., Gettysburg, pA
717-337-8200 or www.gettysburgmajestic.org
Summer Classic Movies is supported by a
generous grant from The Vesta Fund.
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FILM and Television

Anne with an E created by Moira Walley-Beckett (2017-19)
Having read all of Lucy Maud Montgomery’s Anne of Green Gables books (190839), about a Canadian orphan girl in Prince Edward Island, and having seen many
cinematic portrayals of them, I like the CBC/Netflix version, Anne with an E, best
of all. Anne is an orphan Pollyanna with PTSD, socially and emotionally naïve but

This is a tale of rejection and acceptance of diversity and
difference that will warm your jaded heart.
imaginative and intelligent. Anne is played brilliantly by Amybeth McNulty, who is ebullient and
manages to be joyfully silly and dramatic, somehow avoiding maudlin. Casting is perfect, especially with
Geraldine James as Marilla. This is a tale of rejection and acceptance of diversity and difference that will
warm your jaded heart.
Charles Emmons, Sociology (emeritus)

Around the World in 80 Days directed by Mike Todd (1956 film); 		
developed by Ashley Pharoah
Caleb Ranson (2021 TV series)
Jules Verne’s classic novel (1873) portrayed Phileas Fogg as an upperclass British men’s-club denizen who is a bit of a recluse but makes
an outlandish bet that he can travel around the world in 80 days on a
moment’s notice with the help of his valet Passepartout. The humor rests
on Fogg’s stereotypic British punctuality (maybe OCD) and aloofness. He
is stoic and casual, drawn into adventure but more inclined to sit in his
hotel room.
The two best cinematic versions are the romping Mike Todd 1956 film
with David Niven as Fogg and Cantinflas as Passepartout; and the TV series shown on PBS in 2021
starring David Tennant as Fogg, Ibrahim Koma as Passepartout, and Leonie Benesch as a new character,
Abigail Fix Fortescue. Todd’s entertaining spectacular features over 40 stars (like Frank Sinatra as a
saloon pianist) in cameo roles. But the PBS 2021 series, my favorite, transforms the story by adding
journalist Abigail Fix, who makes active heroes of them all and prods Fogg and Passepartout (and
herself ) into releasing their inner selves. It’s fun to contrast both the film and series with the book.
Charles Emmons, Sociology (emeritus)
53

films

Films

Borgen directed by Adam Price (2010-22)
I didn’t imagine more than 10 people would also enjoy this show, but it is Danish TV,
and they have sophisticated tastes. It’s about the thrills and chills of coalition building
in the Danish parliament, with stories of the lead characters’ personal lives for those
who might not find coalition building as intriguing as most political scientists do.
Roy Dawes, Political Science
The Martian directed by Ridley Scott (2015); based on novel by Andy Weir (2011)
I am usually a read-the-book-first-then-see-the-movie type; but, the best exception
for me is The Martian. This summer when you are stargazing, think about the Red
Planet and whether we can get there. Then watch the 2015 film version directed

. . . once you think nothing could possibly be more
entertaining, scientifically engaging, or just plain
fascinating, pick up the book by Andy Weir and
let your imagination take flight.
by Ridley Scott featuring a glorious cast including Matt Damon, Jessica Chastain, Chiwetel Ejiofor, Jeff
Daniels, and Donald Glover and know that we can. Then, once you think nothing could possibly be more
entertaining, scientifically engaging, or just plain fascinating, pick up the book by Andy Weir and let
your imagination take flight.
Carolyn Sautter, Musselman Library
National Theatre Live: Small Island directed by Rufus Norris and Tony Grech-Smith
(2019); adapted by Helen Edmundson, based on the novel by Andrea Levy (2004)
Any of the productions in the National Theatre Live collection (available in Musselman
Library’s collection) are worth your time! This is a remarkable resource: some of the
best theatre in the world right on your laptop, straight from the stage in London—
some are fun for the kids too (Frankenstein, Jane Eyre, Treasure Island, Hamlet, plus
newer works and adaptations)! I particularly enjoyed the play Small Island for several reasons: 1) the
music is more like a soundtrack that underscores practically the whole play; 2) the staging is really
quite beautiful; 3) the story itself (based on the 2004 novel by Andrea Levy) is compelling. The story
mainly follows Hortense, who grows up in Jamaica (the small island of the title) in the 1930s, and then
immigrates to England after marrying a Jamaican Air Force serviceman. Novelist Levy was born in
London to Jamaican parents, and much of her work focuses on the lives of British Jamaicans and how
they navigate cultural and national identities in postwar England.
Susan Russell, Theatre Arts
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